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Assignment 1: Palo Alto Weekly verse New York Times
	At a time when many cities struggle to support one newspaper, Palo Alto has three: The Daily Post, The Daily News, which began publishing in 1995, and The Palo Alto Weekly, which has a daily online publication and has been around since 1979.
	At one time Bill Johnson the publisher of the Palo weekly said that the market hasn’t demanded three newspapers, who’s Web site, which gets 130,000 visitors each month, is an essential gathering spot for the community. At one point, in the days after the crash of a small plane caused a 10-hour blackout in Palo Alto and killed three employees of Tesla Motors, the three papers, combined, published some 30 articles examining every detail from the city’s response to the power grid’s connection with the city-run electric utility.
	It something to give a thought a city where laptops, iPhones and Kindles are standard issue, many people still walk a block or two to pick up one of the city’s newspapers, all of which are free. Ted Glasser a professor of communications at Stanford once noted that when you go into a coffee shop in the morning you see people reading local newspapers, something he said was extraordinary. 
	There are numerous reasons Palo Alto enjoys such a relative wealth of news coverage. It is affluent and has a highly educated, civically engaged population. Its high value ready market and other high-end businesses provide a relatively strong advertising base, even during a recession. For all these reasons I would prefer to read Palo Alto Weekly over NY time. Furthermore, Palo Alto weekly tends to go into detail on news coverage compared to NY times. One more thing that would make Pal Alto weekly be more effective is because of its daily publications that are always accurate.
Assignment 2: Nail salon workers exposed to lethal chemicals, according to experts in S.F.
During the 13 years period of working in Bay Area nail salons Connie Nguyen has seen numerous friends and co-workers become ill. She, too, has developed mysterious skin rashes and respiratory problems. A few years ago, experiencing shortness of breath, she went to the doctor.
"The X-ray technician asked me if I'd been smoking a long time," said Nguyen, 48. "It surprised me. I have never smoked cigarette in my life."
Amid a thriving beauty industry, California's legions of nail salon workers - most of them Asian immigrant women - are being exposed to hazardous chemicals in cosmetic products, chemicals that have largely gone unregulated because state law exempts cosmetics and personal care products.
Various experts testified during the packed 21/2-hour hearing at City Hall that salon technicians - many of whom work 10 hours a day, six or seven days a week - were systematically accumulating significant amounts of toxic chemicals. 
"It's not just the dose that makes the poison," said Charlotte Brody, a registered nurse and executive director of Commonweal, a nonprofit health and environmental research institute in Bolinas.
Kristy Underwood, executive officer of the state Board of Barbering and Cosmetology, which controls the salon industry, said there are only 16 inspectors responsible for overseeing the state's 35,000 salons. The state has some 94,000 licensed manicurists.
"It is physically impossible to reach all the salons," she said.
Many of the workers cannot speak proper English, hindering "our ability to understand the health and safety inspections and citations process," Pham said.
Migden said she intends to introduce legislation on the matter in the coming year.
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